PUBLIC MEETING
to  announce the 
CITIZENS CONSENSUS CANDIDATE
and the 
Area Sabha Representatives
to constitute
The Ward Committee 
for 
MUNICIPAL ELECTORAL WARD - 63

All residents, NGOs, Print and Electronic Media and Observers are cordially invited to attend the installation of the above and LAUNCH OF THE VOTE WARD-63 CAMPAIGN.

Day and Date:
Sunday 10th Dec. 2006 

Time:


10:30 AM onwards 

Place:


Shree Keertan Kendra, opp. Utpal Sanghvi School,

Sant Gyaneshwar Marg,  JVPD Scheme, Juhu, Mumbai 400 049.

Contact:

Shri Hansel D'Souza - 98 2000 0006.
Shri Anand Desai - 98 2060 2715
Shri Anil Desai - 98 2012 2451
Shri Mayank Gandhi - 98 6703 6880
Smt. Vimal Thakor - 93 2289 8474, 2614 9798

Background:
1. That politics in India has become a business of investing illegal money for illegitimate purposes is an understatement. The near complete degradation of our political culture raises questions of the effectiveness of the governance mechanism. A reform of the governance and political system has therefore become imperative. Politics is much bigger, grander and nobler than a mere game of musical chairs to capture power.
2. The VOTE WARD-63 Campaign has twin objectives:
a. That citizen's involvement brings down need for illegitimate funds requirement to win the election & by remaining within the prescribed expense limit & with good agenda, an election can be won. 
b. That democracy at the grass route level throws up good & committed candidates who are willing to serve the society through politics which is a noble endeavour. With the Unit being as small as polling booth (about 1,200 voters) it becomes easier for a good citizen to connect with his voters directly and challenge the vested interests.

3. As you can see, the goals of "Vote Mumbai" are citizen empowerment, effective local governance, convergence of functions, democratic participation and fulfillment of the Constitutional mandates. The ownership, involvement and active engagement of the ordinary citizens of Mumbai from the mohalla to the metropolis is critical to bring about the required transformation of Mumbai as a global economic engine, while strengthening liberty and harmony.
4. The problems of Mumbai (and other Urban Centres) cannot be solved by better people, better politics or better spending.  The VW63 concept is already enshrined in our Indian Constitution's 74th Amendment (June 1993).  Details are posted at the weblink: http://votemumbai.org  and the ‘research’ button at this webllink, has an 84 A4 size page 'concept note' giving great details.
5. Basically, power must be returned to the hands of the citizens, to prove that we are truly a civilized and democratic society.  Every issue must be decided by the registered voters with the power of the vote, to ensure a sustained and blooming growth for Developed India.  Anything less will not do.

6. An inflection point occured in our great country in or about 1991 and now we have arrived at another such point.  The time for the idea has come ... power to the people.  Let us end 'baabu raaj' and usher in 'aam aadmi raaj'.  History will judge the leaders of today on how they have planned for the future generations.

7. Citizens have got fed up of great progress on economic front with zero results on the social and civic fronts.  They are desperate for a change.  We have whole hearted support for the 'local campaign in Electoral Ward-63' for a Citizens Concensus Candidate for City Councilor-Corporator.  This small spark lit in one small zone of Mumbai could bring about a radical change in political thinking and assure great success for independant India.
8. The system of governance in BMC is flawed - administratively, managerially, politically as well as constitutionally. The bureaucracy, supposedly our "public servants" being paid by our taxes have become the masters and we the "servants of public servants". We have seen time and again, how our best intentions for public good is being sought to be scuttled and opposed for small sectarian gains. In light of this, the activities done by the citizen groups in Juhu - in face of opposition by the Corporators, MLA and MP - merit special attention.
9. The experiment in Ward 63 needs to be understood in this context. We are not trying to replace one candidate with another, we are not trying to put up a "good", honest person, but what we are trying is a "crucible test " in this constituency where we are replacing the culture of centralization of power in a corporator, we are replacing a completely unaccountable, non - transparent work culture, we are replacing a corruption driven, politics-as-business, elections based on money, muscle, caste and religion basis by a representative system by creation of Ward Committee and around 40 area sabhas (representative, devolution of power, democratic working, transparent working, general public as stakeholders and participants in governance) and transparency (right to recall, fund based accounting, independent ombudsman, independent auditor, disclosure norms, priorittization of works in the ward, social equity based decision making etc.)

10. An extensive 'FAQ on the Vote Ward-63 Agenda' is posted at weblink: http://juhucitizen.org/resources.htm
